WEST EUROPEAN JUNIOR TEAM TOURNAMENT 1973

14th-22nd June 1973, Doesburg: 

GER 18½; 

ENG 17; 

NED "A" 16; 

DEN 13½; 

NED "B" 10½; 

SUI 8½
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Bernard Cafferty in BCM "This competition has always been played in Holland every other year since its inauguration in 1957 and had been won three times by West Germany, twice by Holland and England and once by Denmark.

In the 100th year since the foundation of the Royal Dutch Chess Federation, it found a new home in Doesburg near the German border - a town of only 10,000 population and with a chess club of only 20 members! Here it was clearly a question of quality surpassing quantity since the organisers did a good job and had even hoped to make the event more representative by inviting Rumania and Jugoslavia. The former gave good notice that they would not be able to field a team this time, but the latter caused considerable embarrassment by withdrawing with only a week to go, so that my first serious task as an English non-playing captain was to join in a discussion on how to run a competition for 6 teams when there were 7 playing days in the programme.

Since the time-limit was 50 moves in 2½ hours it was finally decided that a double round event with two games a day on three occasions would be too strenuous, a wise decision in view of the hard fought nature of all the matches. The problem was resolved by having an all-play-all of 5 rounds followed by two rounds on the Swiss system.

This too had its snags since after the all-play-all the scores were Germany 13½, Holland "A" 12½, England 12, Denmark 10, Holland "B" 6½ and Switzerland 5½. Germany then beat Holland "A" (for the second day running) this time by a crushing 31½ -½ while we won 2½ -1½. Thus we were drawn to meet the leaders in the last round while since the two bottom markers had just drawn with each other it was logical to put third-placed Holland "A" against fifth-placed Holland "B" and Denmark against Switzerland. The organisers felt that they could not pair the two home sides together so that our rivals for second place were given the easiest opposition of all. Fortunately the determination of our players brought a narrow win against the new champions so leaving the final scores as- 1. West Germany 18½; 2. England 17; 3. Holland "A" 16; 4. Denmark 13½; 5. Holland "B" 10½ and 6. Switzerland 8½."
