The Women's World Team Tournament
EMMEN, HOLLAND

By EILEEN TRANMER
On September 1st, F.I.D.E. launched the first-ever Women's World Team Tournament at Emmen in Holland, when the players were entertained by the Royal Dutch Chess Federation. There was a surprisingly large entry of twenty-two nations for this two-a-side event, of which only Chile failed to appear, leaving the remaining twenty-one to be divided into three sections for the preliminary tournaments. In these the English team, consisting of Mrs. Elaine Pritchard and myself, just succeeded in qualifying for the top final tournaments of nine teams: these were (from Group "A"): U.S.S.R., Roumania, Holland; (from Group "B'') East Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary; (from Group "C") Yugoslavia, West Germany, and England.

In this final tournament, we ended up seventh, which was disappointing, but the finals were so closely fought that only 3½ games' points separated the first seven countries and the slightest variation of last-minute chess accidents, pawns en prise, disastrous surprise checks, and other thunderbolts from heaven, could have altered the position of all those teams, except that of the Russians, who could make sure on the last day of first place by drawing with Bulgaria, a conclusion they reached without undue exertion.

Elaine remarked to me at this time that what surprised her most was the spectacular general advance in women's chess exhibited In this tournament. We expected good performances from countries like U.S.S.R., East Germany, and Yugoslavia, and from players like Rubtsova, Zvorokina, Edith Keller-Hermann, and Madame Chaude de Silans, but subconsciously we rather thought many smaller countries, certainly on their second boards, would be push-overs, but this was by no means the case. It will be seen that the final tournament was dominated by East European countries and there has emerged from them a new type of woman player entirely, very young and keen, and exhibiting a lot of practice in the speed of their post moslems and end-game analysis. lt seems to me that where the average woman player formerly looked for a good move, she will now look for a good idea or a procedure, and will produce fluently a lot of quite competent moves in demonstration of the validity of her idea.
Of individual performances, Rubtsova, the present World Champion, can play much better than she did in this tournament, where perhaps she was inhibited by her responsibilities. Zvorokina played the best and strongest chess: Edlth Keller- Hermann, both formidable and steady, lost only to Rubtsova in the finals, but Elaine played the most attractive chess. If she had not been so unfortunate as to catch Influenza against which she battled valiantly, but which caused her to hearten at the end, when out of two wanning games (one won quite technically) she earned only one ½ point, she could well have taken the prize (won by E. Keller-Hermann) for the best top-board performance in the finals.

My own performance was undistinguished but doggedly free from gross blunders. Unfortunately this laborious style led me in the last week to having four out of five games adjourned, a great handicap in a tournament when this means that you will be then playing from 10 a.m. till 10.30 p.m., more or less daily, to say nothing of the masterly analysis burning out of midnight oil. I let several adjourned games slip into draws that with better play would have been wins. Elaine's total score was 8 (3½ and 4½ - her percentage in the top tournament being 57.1 per cent, the best percentage yet, I believe, for England on top board of a team tournament. My score was 7 (4½ and 2½).

The final scores were- 

Final Tournament.-(1) U.S.S.R. 10½, (2) Roumania 10½, (3) East Germany 10; (4) Hungary 8½; (5) Bulgaria 8; (6) Yugoslavia 7½; (7) England 7; (8) West Germany 6; (9) Holland 4. The U.S.S.R. were first owing to their better match record.

First Classification Tournament.-(1) U.S.A. 8; (2) Czechoslovakia 8; (3) Poland 7½ ; (4) Denmark 4½; (5-6) Ireland and Scotland 1.

Second Classification Tournament.-(1) France 8.½; (2) Austria 7½; (3) Finland 6; (4) Norway 4½, (5) Belgium 2½; (6) Luxemburg 1.
[Article continues with two games]
(From the British Chess Magazine, November 1957, pages 290-291)

Further information

Beth Cassidy article from the December 1957 British Chess Magazine at http://www.markorr.net/tica/teams/reports/emmen57.html

