
ASIAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
BERNARD CARPINTER

The New ZeaTand, chess team nearly

didntt go to the Asian Teams Champion-

ship in New Delhi. After some members

o f  the  or ig ina l  tean de fec ted ,  NZCA

dec ided to  cance l -  Ehe t r iP .  Then the

net  was cas t  w ider ,  and lower ,  in  the

search  fo r  p rospec t ive  members ,  a  young

and not particularly strong team

nater ia l i sed ,  and i t  was  a l l  on  aga in .

W e  g o t  t o  l n d i a ,  a n d  s P e n t  q u i l e  a  b i t

o f  the  t ime there  w ish ing  we hadn ' t .

The Eeam,  in  board  order ,  was  Jona-

Ehan Sar fa t i ,  Bernard  CarP inrer

(eapta in ) ,  M ichae l  Hopewel l - ,  Mark  NobIe ,

Anthony Ker and Michael Freeman' The

tournament -,oas scheduled for the middle

o f  S a r f a t i r s  f  i r s t - y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y

exams,  bu t  V ic to r la  Un ivers i ty

co-operatively agreed to allow me to

superv ise  tour  o f  h is  PaPers  in  Neu

D e 1 h i .
A  p leasant  coup le  o f  days  in  S ingapore

broke the  long t r ip  to  Ind ia ,  bu t

landing in the seething chaos of Bombay

Ai rpor t  in  the  midd le  o f  Lhe n igh t

admin is te red  a  sharp  shoL o f  cu l tu re

shock .  The shock  deepened when we

artived in Delhi and were shom to the

room (s lngu la r )  in  wh ich  the  s ix  o f  us

were  supposed to  l i ve  fo r  the  two weeks .

It was in the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
where  the  p lay  was to  take  p laFe.  The

r o o m  w a s  n o t  l a r g e .  I t  w a s  d i r t y  a n d

sne1ly, and had a broken window and a

thr iv ing  nosqu i to  co lony .  The to i le t

leaked and the bathroon floor was con-

s tan t ly  covered in  wa ler ,  No ho t  water
(no  ho t  water  jn  the  who le  s tad ium,
a c t u a l l y ) ,  n o  s o a p ,  n o  t o w e l s ,  a n d  n o r

enough bedd ing .  I !  was  no isy  too .

We made many compla in ts  and requests

fo r  be t te r  cond i t ions  bu t  i t  seems tha t

in  Ind ia  th ings  happen very  s lowly  o r ,

more  usua l l -y ,  no !  a t  a l l '  Nob le  and I

moved in to  a  ho te l  a t  our  om expense,

bu t  the  o thers  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  to

leave. Eventually we did get an

add i t iona l  room,  s imi la r  to  the  f i rs t

bu t  less  smel ly .  F reeman got  20  mos-

q u i t o  b i t e s  o n  h i s  f i r s t  d a y  i n  t h e

room and De lh i  be l l y  on  the  second l  four

o f  us  were  to  ge t  s ick  in  vary ing

degrees and the other two seemed quite

run  down.  One good po in t  was  the  food,

a l though we had to  pay  fo r  i t  ourse lves

and some of the team would eat only

f i sh ,  b read and ice  c ream,
T e n  c o u n t r i e s  t u r n e d  u p  i n  t h e  e n d ,

n o t a b l e  a b s e n t e e s  b e i n g  A u s t r a l i a  a n d

I n d o n e s i a .  T h e  t o p  t h r e e  t e a m s  w e r e

o b v i o u s l y  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,

led  by  Cand ida te  Eugene Tor re ,  Ch ina

and Ind ia .  Cur ious ly ,  Ind ia  d id  no t
have the i r  s t ronges t  team.  They  had

been hoping for an odd nunber of
entrants, which would have allowed them

to field two teams, and they had

selected two teams of roughly equal

s t r e n g t h  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  t o p  t e a n

and reserve team, Lrhen an even number

o f  en t ran ts  a r r i ved  they  p layed one o f

these teams, l-ed by young IM Dibyendu
Barua whose successes  inc luded a  w in
over  Korchno i .

The weaker  teams seemed to  be  Brune i ,

Bahrain and Kuwait. The two Arab coun-

t r i e s  h a d  e x p e r t  a s s i s t a n c e '  h o w e v e r  -

Bahrain had Eil ipino GM Balinas as their

coach and KuwaiL  the  Po l ish  IM F i l ipo-

w icz .  The o ther  teams were  Pak is tan ,

Bang ladesh and Malays ia .
Our team agreed lhat we should each

p lay  s ix  o f  the  n ine  rounds ,  and shou ld

t ry  to  equa l ise  the  s t rength  o f  oppo-
s i t ion  tha t  each team member  met .  We

would  a lso  t ry  to  equa l ise  co lour

d is t r ibu t ion  bu t  tha t  p roved d i f f i cu l t .

Round I

Pak is tan  2-2  New Zea land

Lodh i  1 -0  Sar fa t i

O m a r  K h a n  \ - ' t  C a r p i n t e r
Chaudry  0 -1  Hopewel l
l lassain ,r_\ Noble

Brune i  0 ,  Ch ina  4 ;  Kuwai t  ! ,  Ind ia  3%;

Malays ia  3 ,  Bang ladesh 1 ;  Ph i l ipp ines

4 ,  B a h r a i n  0 .
We thought 2-2 agair'st Pakistan was a

modera te  resu l t .  bu t  as  lhe  tournament
progressed i t  became obv ious  chey  were

a c L u a l l y  p r e t t y  s t r o n g ;  t h e y  b e a t  C h i n a

and their young board two scoxed 2\/3

aga ins t  IMs.  Sar fa t i  had a  bad day '  I

had an up-and-down draw after sacri-

f i c i n g  p a m s  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  H o p e w e l l

a  good pos i t iona l  w in ,  wh i le  Nob le  had a

s p a c e  a d v a n t a g e  b u t  r e a c h e d  a  p o s i L i o n

where  ne i ther  s ide  cou ld  th ink  o f
anyLh ing  cons t ruc l i ve  to  do .
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